Honors English 11: 
Mrs. Bragunier (rebecca_bragunier@hcpss.org)
http://bragunier.yolasite.com/
Course Overview:

This year-long course is designed around the study of American literature.   The course requires expository, analytical, and argumentative writing assignments that are based on readings representing a wide variety of prose styles and genres. Reading both fiction and nonfiction texts and writing in a variety of rhetorical modes and for a variety of purposes, students in English 11 facilitate awareness of their own writing styles to develop their own inner voices. 

Structured chronologically, this American literature course represents a study of the evolution of the language and style of American literature.  It begins with 17th century Puritan literature, and culminates with contemporary texts.

Supplied Literary Texts (included, but not limited to):

Vocabulary book (student will keep for the year)

American literature textbook (kept in class, but can sign out for enrichment)

Albom, Mitch. Tuesdays with Morrie

Chopin, Kate.  The Awakening

Crane, Stephen.  The Red Badge of Courage and Maggie: A Girl of the Streets***

Douglass, Frederick. The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass
Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man
Faulkner, William.   Light in August 

Fitzgerald, F. Scott.  The Great Gatsby***
Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Scarlet Letter***
Heller, John. Catch-22.

Hosseini, Khaled.  The Kite Runner

Hurston, Zora Neale. Their Eyes Were Watching God 

Kidd, Sue Monk.  The Secret Life of Bees

Melville, Herman. Moby Dick
Miller, Arthur. The Crucible*** and Death of a Salesman

Tan, Amy. The Joy Luck Club
Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Steinbeck, John. Of Mice and Men***
Wilson, August.  Fences
Wright, Richard. Native Son and Black Boy

*** Will be an “anchor” literature piece for a major unit

General Course Objectives:

Upon completing the course, students will be able to:

· Analyze and interpret samples of effective writing.  

· Identify and explain an author’s use of rhetorical devices and how they affect literary texts.  

· Apply effective rhetorical strategies and techniques in their own writing.

· Write analytical compositions identifying stylistic and rhetorical choices and explaining their effect.

· Write arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience.

· Write for a variety of purposes.  

· Compose expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions developed with appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or secondary sources.

· Demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English.

· Demonstrate stylistic mastery within their writings.

· Implement the stages of the writing process with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, and editing.

· Evaluate their own processes of composing their own work. 

· Analyze images as text.

· Understand inferences of literary texts through analyzing mood, tone, theme, diction, imagery, and motifs. 

· Defend, refute, and qualify their position in oral presentations, employing effective rhetorical modes. 

Policies and Procedures:

Absences/Late Work

Excused Absences—Students may make up work and receive a recorded grade only due to an excused absence.  Upon his/her return to school, it is the student’s responsibility to promptly present a “re-admit slip” from his or her first period teacher explaining the absence/tardiness. Assignments assigned prior to a student’s absence are to be taken and/or collected on the student’s first day back. For all other assignments, students have THREE DAYS to complete assignments or take quizzes and tests.  Quizzes and tests should be scheduled with the teacher, but most likely will occur before school, during the student’s lunch period, or after school.  Make-up quizzes and tests may be different than the original. 

Unexcused Absences—Students who have unexcused absences are not permitted to make up any work missed on that date, nor may they hand in any work due on that date.  For high school students, consideration for denial of credit is mandated when unlawful absences constitute 5% of a semester or year-long course.

Homework—All homework assignments must be turned in on time for credit.  Late homework will only be accepted in the event of an excused absence.

***Major Projects—If a major project is due (worth 100 points or MORE), students should ensure that the project is delivered to the teacher either through a peer/parent or through an email attachment ON THE DUE DATE.  No major projects will be accepted late—even if the absence is excused.  This includes group projects. 

Tardiness

Students should be sitting in their own chairs when the bell rings. 

Penalties for violations include:


First—

warning (will be noted by the teacher) 


Second—
after school detention (20 minutes)


Third—

before school detention (20 minutes)


Fourth—
referral to administration 

***Tardiness of more than 20 minutes will be treated as an absence in this class.

Academic Integrity

All students are expected to hand in their own work.  If a student copies from another student during a test, copies another student’s work, allows another student to copy from him/her, or claims another student’s or author’s work as his/her own, then this will be considered cheating.  This student will receive no credit for the assignment, a student, parent, and teacher conference will be mandated, and a referral will be submitted to both the student’s guidance counselor (for consideration when recommending a student for college) and the student’s administrator (for disciplinary action).   The teacher of this class place great value on academic integrity and does not take plagiarism or other forms of cheating lightly.  For reading assignments, on-line text summaries are NOT an acceptable replacement for reading the text.  Periodically, surprise quizzes are given on reading assignments to ensure that students are not relying on supplemental sources in place of reading.  Being an ACTIVE, CONSISTENT reader is the best predictor of how well a student will do in college!

PBIS

All school rules and policies are expected to be maintained at all times.  See the student handbook for clarification.  All students are expected to familiarize themselves with the student handbook and be in accordance with school rules and policies.

Units of Study:

For each unit of study, a detailed unit plan will be provided for students.  The unit plan will outline major unit objectives, readings, writings, and assessments.  The following few pages outline these units of study.

Unit I  Puritanism: The Age of Faith and Age of Reason

and

Unit II  Rationalism: The Age of Revolution

(A) Students explore the historical development of American literature and trace themes, ideas, and rhetorical strategies over time. Students examine historical documents, primary source documents, first-person narratives, early American poetry, as well as 20th century speeches and essays, and selected novels, and plays. In addition, students will become critical readers, writers, and editors, as they analyze the “art of written expression” and decisions writers make in reference to language, rhetorical strategies, content, diction, tone, and organization to create meaning.

Texts are used to explore and analyze how the development of rhetorical strategies impacted the legal, social, and cultural development of American thought. In addition, texts are used to stimulate and cultivate analytical thinking and encourage critical connections. 

Readings for this unit may include, but are not limited to, the following: 

Arthur Miller The Crucible

Native American Literature and Myths

William Bradford Selected Poetry

Ann Bradstreet Selected Poetry

Phillis Wheatley Selected Poetry

Mary Rowlandson “Captivity Narrative”

Olaudah Equiano “The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano”

Jonathan Edwards “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”

The Declaration of Independence

Patrick Henry “Speech to the Virginia Convention”

Thomas Paine The Crisis
Sojourner Truth “Ain’t I a Woman?”

Ben Franklin Excerpts from The Autobiography and Poor Richard’s Almanack 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton “Declaration of Sentiments”

Martin Luther King, Jr. “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” and “I Have a Dream”

Amitai Etzioni “The New Community”

John and Abigail Adams “Letters”

George Orwell “Politics and the English Language”

Ronald Reagan “Challenger Speech”

Franklin Delano Roosevelt “Pearl Harbor Speech”

John Fitzgerald Kennedy “Ich Bein a Berliner”

(B) Analysis, Interpretation, Evaluation

Students will ...

· Analyze and evaluate the writer’s use of rhetorical and literary devices and how the devices affect the text

· Make inferential connections between literary and non-literary texts by analyzing mood, tone, theme, diction, voice, and motifs

· Analyze the impact of 18th and 19th century political documents

· Compare and contrast historical documents and contemporary texts via structure, rhetorical development, diction, and tone

· Apply Subject, Occasion, Audience, Purpose, Speaker, Tone, (Soapstone) methodology to selected texts

· Evaluate the effectiveness of rhetorical devices

· Evaluate the textual structure of rhetoric and persuasive language and how it conveys meaning

· Demonstrate their test-taking strategies via journal entries, writing prompts and class discussion and analysis

(C) Writing Assignments

Student essays will demonstrate evidence of several stages or drafts with revisions, aided by teachers or peers. Teacher will provide instruction and feedback on student’s writing both before and after students revise their work.

Students will …

· Compose and receive instruction on the successful creation of the SAT essay

· Compose an assigned writing assignment to serve as an assessment for The Crucible
· Compose and deliver a persuasive speech to the class

Unit III  Romanticism, Transcendentalism, and Dark Romanticism: Individualism Imagination and Civil Disobedience

and

Unit IV  Poetry of the Mid 1800s: A New American Voice

and

Unit V  Realism and Naturalism: The Era of Pragmatism

(A) Students make connections between various historical literary movements, including romanticism, transcendentalism, dark romanticism, realism, and naturalism.  Students will make connections among historical literary movements and contemporary social developments, via fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and novels.  

Readings for this unit may include, but are not limited to, the following:

Washington Irving “The Devil and Tom Walker”

William Cullen Bryant “Thanatopsis”

William Wadsworth Longfellow Selected Poetry  

Ralph Waldo Emerson “Nature” and “Self-Reliance”

Henry David Thoreau “Civil Disobedience” and Walden
Mohandas K. Gandhi “On Nonviolent Resistance”

Martin Luther King, Jr. Selected Writings

Steven Gould “Women’s Brains”

Edgar Allan Poe “Philosophy of Composition,” “The Pit and the Pendulum,” and “The Raven”

Nathaniel Hawthorne The Scarlet Letter, “Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment” and “The Minister’s Black Veil”

Herman Melville Moby Dick
Frederick Douglass Selected Essays

Emily Dickinson Selected Poetry 

Walt Whitman Selected Poetry

Frederick Douglass Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass

Harriet A. Jacobs Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl

Ambrose Bierce “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”

Stephen Crane “A Mystery of Heroism,” “War is Kind,” “The Open Boat,” Maggie: A Girl of the Streets, and The Red Badge of Courage

Abraham Lincoln “The Gettysburg Address”

Chief Joseph “I Will Fight No More Forever”

Mark Twain The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County,” “The Lowest Animal,” and Other Selected Pieces

Jack London “To Build A Fire”

Kate Chopin “Story of an Hour,” “Desiree’s Baby,” and The Awakening

Upton Sinclair The Jungle

Willa Cather Selected Short Stories

Edwin Arlington Robinson “Richard Cory” and “Miniver Cheevy”

(B) Analysis, Interpretation, Evaluation

Students will ...

· Analyze and evaluate the writer’s use of rhetorical and literary devices and how the devices affect the text

· Make inferential connections between literary and non-literary texts by analyzing mood, tone, theme, diction, voice, and motifs

· Analyze the impact of  19th century political documents

· Compare and contrast historical documents and contemporary texts via structure, rhetorical development, diction and tone

· Apply Subject, Occasion, Audience, Purpose, Speaker, Tone, (Soapstone) methodology to selected texts

· Evaluate the effectiveness of rhetorical devices

· Evaluate the textual structure of rhetoric and persuasive language and how it conveys meaning

· Evaluate argument for fallacious elements

· Demonstrate their test-taking strategies via journal entries, writing prompts and class discussion and analysis

· Define the relationship between the individual and the community in a variety of time periods

· Explore man’s responsibility to nature

· Determine the impact of gender roles that society creates and enforces

· Investigate the role of social criticism in the development of a democratic society

(C) Writing Assignments

Student essays will demonstrate evidence of several stages or drafts with revisions, aided by teacher or peers. Teacher will provide instruction and feedback on student’s writing both before and after students revise their work.

Students will…

· Compose an analysis of the rhetorical effectiveness of a persuasive text

· Compose an analysis of stylistic elements and rhetorical choices of an author 

· Create a “Junior Interview Project” including a cover letter, resume, completed college application, and response to a self-chosen college essay prompt

Unit VI  Modernism and Postmodernism: Isolation, Alienation, and the Global Vision

and

Unit VII  Contemporary Literature: A New America and The Research Project

(A) Students will examine the increasing tension resulting from internal and external conflicts in Modern literature. Modern American literature reflects the sense of isolation, alienation and fragmentation and disillusionment with the American Dream following America’s emergence as a world power. Students will explore Modern literature and its connection to societal issues.  Contemporary American literature reflects fragmentation within society in Postwar American culture.  Postmodern literature is distinguished by diverse voices, emerging minority literary identities, satire and black comedy, and the increasing dominance of the image.  This module emphasizes argumentative writing, research skills, and, in particular, the ability to evaluate, use, and cite primary and secondary sources.  Projects such as the researched argumentative paper, which goes beyond the parameters of a traditional research paper by asking students to present an argument of their own that includes the analysis and synthesis of ideas from an array of sources, will be assigned.  Students will learn how to cite sources using a recognized editorial style (e.g., Modern Language Association, The Chicago Manual of Style, etc.). This module will encourage students to explore multiple literacies beyond the print media such as film, photography, graphic arts, performance, and television.  Students will explore postmodern literature and its relationship to contemporary thinking and culture.  
Readings for this unit may include, but are not limited to, the following:

T.S. Eliot “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”

William Carlos Williams Selected Poems

e.e. cummings Selected Poems

Ernest Hemingway Selected Short Stories

F. Scott Fitzgerald The Great Gatsby

John Steinbeck Of Mice and Men

William Faulkner “A Rose for Emily”

James Thurber “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”

John Heller Catch-22
Robert Frost Selected Poems

Countee Cullen Selected Poems

Langston Hughes Selected Poems

Zora Neale Hurston Dust Tracks on a Road and Their Eyes Were Watching God

Tennessee Williams The Glass Menagerie and A Streetcar Named Desire

Tom O’Brien “Speaking of Courage”

Richard Wright Native Son and Black Boy

Sylvia Plath Selected Poems

Gwendolyn Brooks Selected Poems

Kurt Vonnegut Slaughter-House Five

Judith Guest Ordinary People

Amy Tan The Joy Luck Club and “Rules of the Game”

Alice Walker The Color Purple

Maya Angelou Selected Poems and Speeches

(B) Analysis, Interpretation, Evaluation

Students will…

· Evaluate the author’s use of language in relation to the themes and motifs of the text 

· Analyze and evaluate how the author uses the literary elements of fiction, poetry, and drama 

· Evaluate images which reflect the themes and motifs of a literary work 

· Analyze the effectiveness of poetic devices/literary devices in a text

· Analyze the textual structure of fiction and nonfiction prose 

· Evaluate the effectiveness of the use of rhetorical devices in relation to the theme(s) of a literary work through debate or discussion

· Research both primary and secondary sources pertinent to a self-selected writer’s contribution to the literary and social world, and synthesize this research to form a coherent, fluid paper.

(C) Writing Assignments

Student essays will demonstrate evidence of several stages or drafts with revisions, aided by teachers or peers. Teacher will provide instruction and feedback on student’s writing both before and after students revise their work.  

Students will…

· Compose timed writings in a response to a variety of writing prompts 

· Compose synthesis essays 

· Compose an analysis of elements of persuasion in a print advertisement which specifically examines ethos, logos, and pathos 

· Compose an original thesis and research paper discussing a writer’s contribution to the literary and social world by synthesizing researched material  

· Submit his or her research paper to turnitin.com for analysis and feedback

Writing Portfolio
Students will be required to maintain a writing portfolio that will demonstrate student reflection, but will also serve as an assessment tool.  The creation and maintenance of the writing folder will be an ongoing process. 

Throughout the course, there will be assigned a variety of writing assignments including, but not limited to: 

· timed, in-class SAT-style essays

· formal written assignments with accompanying prewriting, rough drafts, peer review, teacher conference notes, and a final, polished composition 

· essays in which students draw upon textual details to develop an extended explanation or interpretation of the meanings of a literary text (analytical and expository)

· argumentative essays in which students draw upon textual details to make and explain judgments about an author’s rhetoric and its value 

· synthesis essays in which an argument synthesizes information from sources and explores a position on an issue, using appropriate evidence to back up ideas
· a formal research paper in which students develop a literary theory

· original, creative monologues, poems, and stories

· junior interview project (graduation requirement)

· oral presentations

· persuasive and informative speeches

· group writing assignments/online modules

For all writing assignments, students will be provided with instruction and feedback both before and after students’ revise their work.  Students will be provided the opportunity to write and rewrite a variety of informal and formal writings.  Students will examine student-generated responses to writing prompts and other writing models.  All writing assignment instructions, drafts, revisions, etc. will be organized in the writing portfolio.  Instructions on the maintenance of the folder will be given throughout the course and students should expect to have writing folder assessed at any time.

Students will be provided instruction and feedback by the teacher before and after writing assignments that will be incorporated in their writing or used in the rewriting process.  Students will be provided with instruction that will help students organize their ideas and writing in a coherent manner that will lead to matured writing.  The focus of writing instruction will include the following:

· diction and tone

· grammar, syntax, sentence combining, sentence schemes, and sentence structures

· use of detail and emphasis

· structure, organization, coherence, transitions

· rhetoric, voice, and style 
· figurative language
Paper Guidelines

For each paper assigned, students engage in peer editing or a one-on-one editing session with the teacher in which detailed feedback is provided.  Students are then required to self-edit the newer version for the final copy.  When submitting papers, students must submit original copy, peer/teacher-edited, self-edited versions of their paper, and any other aspects that the teacher will disclose before the due date.  Students should adhere to all rules in the HCPSS Style Guide.  In all cases, both during the editing process and during final assessment, papers are checked for the following:

· Appropriate and effective use of wide-ranging vocabulary that is indicative of a command of the language at both the high school level, and beyond.

· Use of varied sentence structure to not only communicate the thesis effectively, but also to develop an original and sophisticated writing style which shows evidence of mastery of the use of both coordination and subordination.

· Logical organization that not only addresses coherence, but also ensures the use of effective transitions and devices such as parallelism, repetition, and prominence of important thoughts and points.

· Use of varied detail to include both general and specific supports, and abstract and concrete details.

· Knowledge of and effective use of rhetorical modes and rhetoric in general, along with evidence of a mastery of tone, diction, and syntax.

Vocabulary

Students will be supplied with a copy of Vocabulary Workshop (2005 / New Edition) published by Sadlier-Oxford.  Students will be assigned lessons to be completed outside of class, and will complete vocabulary quizzes to demonstrate understanding of vocabulary.  Vocabulary homework will typically be assigned in the beginning of the week and quizzes will be at the end of the week.  Students have the option of making flashcards for extra credit, which will be applied to his or her quiz grade.

Grammar

In HCPSS, students receive a thorough and in-depth study of grammar and stylistic concepts in preparation for the English 10 MSA.  Grammar concepts will continue to be developed, but studied mainly for the purposes of application to written discourse and in preparation for the grammar skills that are assessed on the SAT.  Typically, we will engage in “grammar Wednesdays,” where the topic of instruction will focus on grammar or some stylistic element.  Grammar skills will be assessed on an as needed basis, but will eventually be assessed on quarterly assessments and high-stakes tests, such as the sat and accuplacer (community college entrance exam).

Technology

Students are expected to be familiar with Microsoft Office programs and be able to type formal assignments.  I am only equipped to accept assignments created through Microsoft Office.  For example, if an assignment is completed in Works or Notepad, which is often free software that comes with computers, it can not be opened by our current technology.  Google documents also are acceptable, but students should be familiar with this technology and use it correctly.   All students have access to Microsoft Office in the Media Center at Howard High School.  Students have access to these computers before school, during lunch (with a signed pass from their teacher), and after school.  Students should also save assignments in their email accounts (all students should have a professional email account) to access them if problems occur.  

It is highly recommended that students carry a flash drive/memory stick.  Students will often use technology at school that may need to be accessed at home for completion.

Although this class is not a technology class, technology will be utilized throughout the course as STUDENTS learn to be effective communicators and masters of language arts in this web 2.0 world.  Students will be asked to work with technology and will be assessed on their abilities to communicate effectively and demonstrate literacy.  The teacher will teach all skills necessary to be successful to the student as needed.

Grading Scale

All grading will be done according to the Howard County standard scale:


100%-89.5% 
= A             
69.4%-59.5%  
 
= D

89.4%-79.5%  
= B
        
59.4% and below 
= E

79.4%-69.5%  
= C

Grading

Assignments and assessments are graded on a point scale.  Every assignment is designated a point value, and then graded on a point scale.  Grades will be available online through aspen. Typically, point values for assignments are as follows:

Weekly Drills, Objectives, Exits (DOE’s)  25 points

Homework Reading Assignments:
           10-30 points

Vocabulary Homework:

           33 points

Classwork Reading Assignments:
           20-30 points

Classwork Concept Assignments:
           10-40 points

Reading and Concept Quizzes:
           30-60 points

Vocabulary Quizzes:

           40 points

Grammar quizzes:

           40 points

Junior Interview Project:

           200 points

Oral Presentations:
          100 points

Group Presentations:
           50 points

Rough Drafts of Essays:
           20 points

Final Drafts of Essays:
           50-100 points

Final Assessments:
          100-200 points

Final Assessments (essay):          100 points

Final Assessments (projects):    100-200 points

Research Project (Q4):
          500 points

Quarterly Assessments

At the end of each quarter, all students will take a quarterly assessment that was created by Howard County Public Schools.  The assessment is based on reading assignments and mainly assesses analysis skills and critical thinking skills.  There are some questions that are SAT style grammar/writing questions, and the assessment will culminate with an essay based on a theme from the quarter that is being assessed.  This assessment will typically be worth approximately 100 points at the end of each quarter. 

Supplies Needed for Success:

· One binder filled with notebook paper for this class (do not combine with other classes)

· Section 1: Unit Plan and Drills, objectives, exits (D.O.E.s)

· Section 2: Writing
· Section 3: Vocabulary

· Section 4: American Literature

· Section 5: Supplemental

· Flash drive

· Professional email account

· Pens, pencils, markers, highlighters

Student:

Print Name: _________________________________________________________________

Print Email Address: __________________________________________________________

I hereby have read this course syllabus and understand the course guidelines as stated.


Sign: _________________________________________________________________


Date: _________________________________

Parent(s):

Please complete the following information.  I will send periodic email messages informing you of your child’s progress.

Print Name(s): 
______________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________

Phone Number (s): 
____________________________________



____________________________________

Print Email Address(es): 
______________________________________________________




______________________________________________________

I hereby have read my child’s course syllabus for Honors English 11

and understand the responsibilities of my child in order to ensure success.


Sign: _________________________________________________________________


Date: _________________________________

Grades will be available online for parents and students to view.

Grades can be accessed through ASPEN.

My webpage is periodically updated with important materials.  

However, attendance is an important aspect of learning, as is taking responsibility for 
the materials and information given by the teacher IN CLASS.  
Students need to learn to be responsible for their learning.  

THE WEB PAGE WILL BE AVAILABLE THROUGH ASPEN.

QUESTIONS, CONERNS, OR SOMETHING I SHOULD KNOW ABOUT YOUR FAMILY OR CHILD?  

FEEL FREE TO WRITE ME A NOTE HERE.
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