HOW TO MAKE A NOVEL CARD

SIDE ONE
The Old Man and the Sea (top line of index card)
Author:




Ernest Hemingway

Style:





novella

Date of ORIGINAL Publication: 
1952

Setting: late 1940s; a small fishing village near Havana, Cuba; Gulf of Mexico

Point of View: Third person (objective)

Main Characters (usually about 5 characters):

 
(1) Santiago - Cuban fisherman who has had a string of 



bad luck, the protagonist


(2) Manolin – Santiago’s best friend, a young man

Themes: the undefeated, winner take nothing, heroism, patience, pride

Symbols: crucifixion, life from death, the lions, the marlin, sharks

Predominant Literary Devices: symbolism, metaphor, archetype, hero

SIDE TWO

Summary: Epic struggle for a fisherman to catch the greatest fish of his life.  For three days, Santiago struggles to catch (and lose) the beloved marlin.

Three Quotes (page number and link to theme, symbol, or other device):

“Everything about him was old except his eyes and they were the same color as the sea and were cheerful and undefeated.” (page 10) 

[characterization, theme of the undefeated]

“The old man carried the mast on his shoulder and the boy carried the wooden box with coiled, hard-braided brown lines, the gaff and the harpoon with its shaft.” (page 15)

[crucifixion and serpent symbolism]

“A man can be destroyed but not defeated.” (page 103)

[theme of life from death and pride, hero archetype]

